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-ing form or infinitive

Trascrizione
Hello! My name is Catherine. Today we are going to talk about verbs that can be followed by the -ing form or the infinitive.
With some verbs the use of the -ing form or the infinitive does not affect the meaning of the phrase, for example:
“It started to rain” – “It started raining.” / “He continued to talk” – “He continued talking”.
However we need to be careful because with other verbs, the use of the –ing form or the infinitive, changes the meaning of the sentence. Let’s examine some of these verbs.
Forget/Remember:
“I always forget to write in my diary” it’s something that I want to do it but I never remember.
“I will never forget writing in my diary as a teenager” this is an action in the past that I will always remember doing.
Regret:
“He regretted cheating in the exam” because now he feels bad about it.
“We regret to inform you that your application has not been approved”. This is formal English and it is used to give bad news.
Mean:
“Getting good results at school means doing your homework and studying”. In this case the verb is used to explain the significance of something.
“I meant to buy Anne a birthday present, but I forgot”. In this case the verb is used to express an intention: I had the intention to buy Anna a present, but I forgot.
Stop:
“Mary stopped talking and sat down” so she finished the action.
“Mary was walking to work when she stopped to talk to her friend”. In this case Mary stops one action – walking – to start another one – talking.
Go on:
“The children went on playing until it got dark”. In this case the verb means continue – the children continued playing until it got dark.
“When Mike finished school, he went on to study at university”. Here the verb expresses what Mike did next.
Try:
“If you can’t sleep, try drinking some hot milk before bed”. In this case the verb means to experiment with something to see the results.
“I tried to learn the violin, but it was too difficult”. Here the verb expresses an attempt to do something.
Like/Love:
“I love dancing” so this stresses that’s an activity that is fun and pleasurable.
“I love to eat pizza on Saturdays”. Here the verbs stresses that this is an activity that you enjoy, but it isn’t necessarily fun.
Feel/Hear/Listen to/ See/Watch:
“The parents watched their children playing in the park”. Here the verb suggests an action in progress.
“The parents watched their son score a goal”. Here we use the infinitive without to, and it expresses a finished action.
That’s all for this particular grammar point. Bye!
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