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Omission of the definite article

Trascrizione
Hello! My name is Catherine. Today we are going to talk about the definite article. In English, we don’t use the definite article as often as other languages do. We don’t use the definite article for uncountable nouns that are being used in general. For example:
“Coffee wakes you up in the morning” not “the coffee wakes you up in the morning.”
However, we do use the definite article when we are being specific. For example: “Who drank all the coffee?”
Now let’s talk about times we do not use the definite article. We don’t use the definite article to express abstract ideas such as love, peace, madness, etc. For example: “Happiness is hard to define.” Nor do we use it with professions or unique roles. Example: “Emma is marketing manager of a big corporation.”
We don’t use the definite article when referring to groups or general categories. Example: “Students need to study very hard.”
Days of the week, months, or years do not require “the”. Example: “We do English on Wednesdays and Fridays.”The definite article is not needed with festivals or holidays. Example: “People dress up at Halloween.” We don’t use the definite article with historic periods. For example: “John is a big fan of Elizabethan theatre.”
Nor is it used when referring to certain illnesses. For example: “Diabetes affects a lot of people.”
It is not used with languages, For example: “She speaks French and German fluently.” But be careful: we do say “the English language”.
It is not used with materials, such as wool, silk or steel. Example: “She bought a beautiful wool jumper in the sales” or when we talk about meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner). Example: “I went out for a lovely dinner last weekend.”
Generally we do not use the definite article with countries or continents, but there are some exceptions to the rule. Compare: “Mary went to Italy last summer”, “Mary went to the United States last summer.”
Other exceptions to the rule are “the Netherlands” and countries beginning with “the Republic” or “The United”. While we don’t use the definite article to refer to geographical places, for example Uluru in Australia, we do use it to talk about specific islands or mountain ranges, for example “The Andes”, or “The Cayman Islands”.
Forms of transport do not require the article. Example: “I arrived by bus.”
A common mistake made by students is using the definite article with buildings, for example “church”, “university”, “home”. We’d say: “I studied a lot at university”, not “I studied a lot at the university.”
Finally, we do not use the definite article when referring to buildings which have a proper noun in the title, for example “Saint John’s Church”, or nouns followed by a number, for example “Class 5”.
So remember, in English we do not use the definite article in the same way as Italians do. Ask yourself, when you are talking, if you’re being general or talking about something specific. Keep practising and remember to trust your instinct! That’s all for now! Bye bye!

1
[image: ]




2
[image: ]
image1.png
SCUOLA




