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Letteratura

Oliver Twist or The Parish Boy’s progress



BEFORE WATCHING THE VIDEOS

1. Work in pairs. Imagine being a child with no family, no home. Where would you grow up? How would you survive? Make a list.

2. Work in pairs. Imagine a busy street in a great city. What would you see by day? What would you see late at night? 


WATCH THE VIDEOS

3. Watch part 1 (Plot) and do the following exercises. Work together.

1. As soon as you have finished, see what characters you remember. Either write their names on the board or briefly describe them.
2. In pairs, or groups of three or four, write an essential summary of the story in one sentence. 
3. Each group read their answer to the class. Add any details that are more than your summary and subtract any details that are better left out. Give a vote out of ten for each one and make the best summary using them all.
4. Watch part 2 (Biography) and do the following exercises. 

1. What words or phrases from the following would you use to describe the character of Charles Dickens? 
· full of energy 
· larger than life 
· entertaining 
· an actor 
· very popular 
· great 
· a social reformer 


2. What are the key words and phrases which apply to both the Industrial Revolution, Charles Dickens and the novel Oliver Twist? 
· energy 
· rich and poor side by side 
· dynamic 
· eccentric characters 
· the chaotic growth of London 
· industry 

5. Watch part 3 (Today) and do the following exercise. 

Dickens was very aware of what was going on around him. As you watch ‘Today’ see if the images and commentary reveal characteristics of Oliver’s world that are still present today. Make a list of them. A class discussion could follow. 
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AFTER WATCHING THE VIDEOS

6. Check the list you made in exercise 1. Underline the words and phrases that apply to the novel and then add any others you can remember from the video (Oliver finds himself in several different circumstances while trying to survive). 
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